
This instance of healing is just one of
many. It resonates with the prophecy of
Isaiah who tells us that the coming of
God will not only “unseal” the ears of the
deaf and enable the dumb to “sing for
joy” but also open the “eyes of the blind”
and allow the lame to “leap like a deer”.
How wonderful is our God! No wonder
the people could not help but talk about
him.
Jesus brings us living water - gushing into
the parched lands of our lives. Whatever
it is that holds us back from him - lack of
insight, inability to hear, uncertainty
about leaping into action - he can heal
us. If we ask, he will speak that small
simple word into our ears, “Ephphatha”
and we will be enabled to “be opened”
to his word, to his love, to his life.
But then we have to act - like the crowd
we cannot keep this to ourselves. We
can “publish” the Good News by our
words, by our actions. St James gives us
a starting point: thinking about the way
we treat others.

Isaiah 35:4-7. Psalm 145.
James 2:1-5. Mark 7: 31-37
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Welcome to Holy Rood

“Ephphatha” - “Be opened”, such a small
and simple statement, but with this one
word Jesus healed the deaf and dumb
man in today’s Gospel story. Not only did
this miracle enable the man to speak
clearly, we hear that it “loosened” the
tongues of the crowd that followed him
and there was no silencing them. They
were full of admiration. They said “He has
done all things well”.

In the light of the Data Protection Act 1998 please indicate on entering hospital
that your details may be passed to the R.C. Chaplain.

01727 897 254.
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Lord our God
In you justice and mercy meet.
With unparalleled love you have
saved us from death and drawn us
into the circle of your life.
Open our eyes to see the wonders
that life sets before us, that we
may serve you free from fear and
address you as God our Father.


